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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -32 were examined. 

Section I: Appeal Brief 

2. The arguments by applicants filed 12/05/2005 was persuasive to negate an 
examiner's answer, thus the rejection is withdrawn. Furthermore, the examiner's search 
results were silent on the claim limitations to substantiate a prima facie case argument. 
Therefore the case is in condition for allowance. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-32 are allowed. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

While Cleveland ("Tableau-base Model Checking in the Proportional Mu-Calculus" 
(1990)) and Cleveland et al. (U.S. Patent 6,385,765 (2002)) teach (claim 1) a method 
for verification, comprising: providing an implementation model, which defines model 
states ofa target system; the tableau defining tableau states; (claim 19) a verification 
processor which is configured to receive an implementation model, defining model 
states of a target system and of the target system and which is operative, the tableau 
defining tableau states; (claim 21 ) a computer software product for of a target system, 
which by comparison with an implementation model which defines model states 
between the model states, the product comprising a computer-readable medium having 
computer program instructions recorded therein, which instructions, when read by a 
computer, cause the computer the tableau defining tableau states; (claim 25) a method 
for verification, comprising: providing an implementation model; the tableau defining 
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tableau states; (claim 31 ) a model checking apparatus, which is configured to receive 
an implementation model, defining model states of a target system and, , and which is 
operative the tableau defining tableau states; (claim 32) a computer software product for 
verification of a specification of a target system, which by comparison with an 
implementation model, which defines model states of the target system, the product 
comprising a computer-readable medium having computer program instructions 
recorded therein, which instructions, when read by a computer, none of these 
references, taken either alone or in combination, with the prior art of record disclose: 

(claim 1) "tableau transitions between the tableau states in accordance with properties 
providing a specification and comparing the tableau transitions to determine whether a 
discrepancy exists therebetween," 

(claims 19) " including properties that the system is expected to obey, to receive a 
specification, to create a tableau from the specification and tableau transitions between 
the tableau states in accordance with the properties to compare the tableau transitions 
to determine whether a discrepancy exists therebetween," 

(claim 21) "verification of a specification, specification includes properties that the 
system is expected to obey, with tableau transitions between the tableau states in 
accordance with the properties to create a tableau from the specification, to compare 
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the tableau transitions to the model transitions to determine whether a discrepancy 
exists therebetween," 

(claim 25) "providing a specification of the target system, comprising properties that the 
system is expected to obey; with tableau transitions between the tableau states and 
model transitions between the model states creating a tableau from the specification, 
and comparing the model and the tableau by inputting the model and the tableau to an 
automatic model checking program," 

(claim 31) "to receive a specification of the target system and tableau transitions 
between the tableau states in accordance with the properties and model transitions 
between the model states, and to create a tableau from the specification, to compare 
the tableau to the model by inputting the model and the tableau to an automatic model 
checking program" 

(claim 32) "specification includes properties that the system is expected to obey, cause 
the computer to create a tableau from the specification, the tableau defining tableau 
states with tableau transitions between the tableau states in accordance with the 
properties, and to compare the tableau to the model by inputting the model and the 
tableau to an automatic model checking program," 
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in combination with the remaining elements and features of the claimed invention. It is 
for these reasons that the applicants' invention defines over the prior art of record. 
Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany 
the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of 
Reasons for Allowance". 

Correspondence Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mr. Tom Stevens whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3715, Monday-Friday (8:00 am- 4:30 pm EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, please contact 
examiner's supervisor Mr. Paul Rodriguez 571-272-3753, The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov.. Answers to 
questions regarding access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 



Center (EBC) (toll-free (866-217-9197)). 
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